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for instance with me he was absolutely grandfather like any other grandfather would play games with me and 
really would tease each other and give me lessons and look at my lessons and all those things and yet the 
next moment he would switch over and go to negotiations for the independence of India like my grandfather | 
suffered a lot of discrimination and beatings physical beatings or because of color they had a lot of trade with 
Japan so they couldn't discriminate against them so they treated them as honorary whites in 1960 these 
people were in such dire poverty that they had never eaten a square meal in their lives they just survived on 
scraps of food that they got from the garbage they never tasted milk in their lives there are no clothes to wear 
very often we would go to their little Hut's to visit them and the women would talk from inside and not open 
the doors to us and then then we found that because they didn't have any clothes they couldn't come out and 
speak to us Arun Gandhi tells us about his famous grandfather Mahatma Gandhi and what it's like to live in 
apartheid in South Africa and under the caste system in India right now on alternative views | 
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mr. Gandhi is the director of the MK gandhi institute for non-violence in memphis tennessee and is the 
grandson of MK Gandhi who led India to independence through his nonviolent social change did you know 
why your grandfather very well yes | was very lucky I had the opportunity of living with him when | was 12 
years old in 1946 and I have some very vivid memories of that time and | am now in retrospect | am always 
very puzzled how he could manage to you know divide his attention to so many different things at different 
levels for instance with me he was absolutely grandfather like any other grandfather would play games with 
me and really would tease each other and give me lessons and look at my lessons and all those things and 
yet the next moment he would switch over and go to negotiations with independence of India with the British 
leaders and other leaders there and yeah it you know when | think back at all those little things that 
happened during that period irrilium feel very happy that | was given that opportunity because | think in many 
ways that one 
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because | think in many ways that one year more than a year that | had with him helped me understand his 
philosophy and mold my life and thinking as an adult and there are you know he had this knack of explaining 
his philosophy using minor everyday occurrences | can share a few of them with you when one of them 
related to a little pencil and now you'll wonder what a little pencil has to do with the philosophy of non- 
violence but | was given my pencil in a notebook to do my lessons within one day like most children | threw 
away the pencil and | thought it was too small went to grandfather and ask him for a new pencil he says he 
started questioning where is the pencil you had in the morning why do you need a new pencil where did you 
throw it away and all sorts of things and | couldn't convince him that that was too small ultimately told me to 
go out and look for the pencil and so | used the excuse | said it's getting back outside it's late in the evening 
this is he has a flashlight and so you made me go out and look for that pencil for nearly two hours and bring it 
to him and then he made me sit next to him and he said now I'm going to explain why | did this and said | 
want you to learn two lessons from this one is that even in the making of a little pencil not a lot of natural 
resources of the world are used and if all of us millions of us go around wasting pencils like this imagine how 
many how much of Natural Resources be arresting and we have no right to do this now it amazes me that he 
was thinking about environment and ecology in 1945-46 when that wasn't even an issue | don't think even 
anybody knew 





issue | don't think even anybody knew the word environment and ecology but that was one lesson that he 
wanted me to learn he says however small or however insignificant it may seem to you never get into the 
habit of wasting thing destroying things use it to the ultimate the other lesson was that there were millions of 
children around the world who lived in such abject poverty that they didn't have even these little things to use 
so we ought to be doubly careful about all the things that we get and we are privileged to have so that if we 
don't waste we would be able to share with many more people what kinds of things that your grandfather like 


to do for fun like the games you would play what type of things may kim laughs for instance oh you would 
laugh at many things he had this great sense of humor and | remember when we used to go out for walks in 
the morning and evening Union he always had the habit of keeping two people close to him and you would 
lean on their shoulders keep his arms on their shoulders and walk back and very often just while walking you 
know it suddenly lifts up his legs and angles here so if you're not not aware of this and you're taken by 
surprise you could collapse on every every he would play such games sometimes he had their walking stick 
along with him and | would be holding the stick in front and playing horse and you would be sort of running 
after me riding you know all very commonplace games and but he had a great sense of humor | know when 
we used to sit and spin very often we used to sit and spin together you know 


00:08:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=Y j2PuH3nytk&t=481s 





used to sit and spin together you know the end machine opening cotton which was part of him a lot of his 
loss and independent from Britain right and he wanted the people to produce their own roll out and use it he 
used to do that and and very often when he was spinning | would find myself free and | would join him and 
then we would have a competition to see who spun the thinnest ian and who spent the most on in one hour 
and all those things and did he talk majority tell you about some of the things were happening in his life at the 
big level national and international level sometimes he would talk about it not directly alone with me but when 
we sat in a group or something and he would express some of his feelings about it but | guess | was too 
small at that time 12 for him to confide in me in terms of a bit of claim how do you become aware that this 
was your grandfather's philosophy that non-violence was the key to social change well during that year | saw 
how he used the philosophy and how he taught people and he would teach me also using everyday 
instances and but it was never like a lesson it was never you know when you sit down and he lectures to you 
or anything like that it was just in the course of the day when things were happening he would use at any 
particular instance and then give you a little story on Madden and tell you why that is important in his 
philosophy you know so that's how | got some of the basic training but | was fortunate that my parents my 
father was his second son and my mother they had devoted their 
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and my mother they had devoted their lives to his work in South Africa and so they were conducting the anti- 
apartheid movement in South Africa and non-violent manner so | got much of the later training through them 
and then of course | used it myself in several situations and | found it because very practical so | would say 
that it was a gradual process that went on over the years you know and | just began to learn and appreciate 
more and more of his philosophy did his death have a big impact on your life did it change it much yeah it 
was very shocking and when when it came so suddenly | couldn't imagine anybody wanting to kill the person 
like him | mean you know a kid it was unthinkable and when that news came to me | this couldn't believe it 
none of us could go for the funeral and father was very disturbed by that but we used to bring out a weekly 
newspaper called the opinion it was paper that was started by grandfather in nineteen hundred and three he 
had experiences earlier yeah so her father decided to bring out a special issue on commemorating 
grandfather and we all got involved in in that and since this was a self-operated hand-operated printing press 
where we had to pick up the alphabets and set them ABCD and make the words there | got my grounding 
and in this printing press at a very early age and | started helping in various ways so by 14 | was already 
quite into it and able to help my parents bring up and bring out this weekly paper and so you 





bring out this weekly paper and so you ended up then staying in South Africa for the next year's and my 
father died in nineteen fifty six and | went to in year after his death to immerse his ashes in the rivers in India 
and there | met my wife and we decided to get married the South African government said that | can come 
back alone but | can't bring my wife with me my goodness there are two main reasons for this one of it was 
that they were always very keen on getting rid of the Gandhi family from South Africa yeah because the that 
exam were taught in their flesh and they felt that this was a good opportunity because father had just died 


and | was the only male member and they thought that if they didn't allow me to come back then my mother 
and my two sisters would follow me to India and and they would be rid of the family but | guess they didn't 
count on the resilience of the Gandhi women they decided to stay on continue with the work in in South 
Africa at that time in South Africa were the people from India treated differently from the blacks in South 
Africa they were put into a separate category were they not yeah they they really perfected this divide and 
rule policy in South Africa and so the Indians the black Africans and the coloreds the mulattos weren't 
classified as coloreds everybody was treated separately everybody had different set of laws but everybody 
was generally treated as a non-white the South African system wasn't classified into four categories the first 
were the whites and the whites were of two types to the British descendants and the Afrikaner 
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British descendants and the Afrikaner descendants the Afrikaner were slightly more in number and for many 
years they had been subjugated by the British so there wasn't very good relationship between them either 
well the British had invited the men aboard we are right they were red of Dutch descent a sentence they 
understand hmm but right up to nineteen forty eight the British control South Africa in 1948 was the first time 
the Nationalist Party made up of Dutch people came into power so they were the first group then came the 
coloreds the coloreds were the mulattoes the mixture of blacks and whites or the malaise in cape town they 
had imported a lot of people from Malay and Malaysia and so there was a mixture of them with the white and 
mixed with many other races with right there so they were all classified as coloreds so they came the second 
in the second group the third group were the Indians and the fourth group or the local African tribes now 
where did the Asian people the Chinese the Japanese said the Japanese para llamar very white stared of 
the other a Asians come in they they are all in the same group as the Indians there were not too many of the 
other regions the Japanese were in a higher category than the Chinese or the Koreans that was for trade 
purposes they had a lot of trade with Japan so they couldn't discriminate against them so they treated them 
as honorary whites that was the classification given to them honorary White's you remember any particular 
experiences there that were yes | was in fact like my grandfather | 
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yes | was in fact like my grandfather | suffered a lot of discrimination and beatings physical beatings or 
because of color in South Africa you experience hate and discrimination and oppression almost at every step 
when you're walking down the streets and anybody could insult you you know | remember one instance | 
was sitting in the car waiting for my father to return parked on the side Devon it was very close to the bar and 
a white walked out from the swaggering he was drunk and it was clearly a hobo doesn't have anything to do 
and he comes around to me and he says hey give me a bob that's a shilling so | said I'm sorry | first started 
insulting me and there's a policeman standing nearby and | told the policeman as | looked this fellow is 
harassing me and | don't like it the policeman turned around on me and he says if you don't like it get out of 
here what are you doing sitting here for he doesn't tell that man anything maybe tells me to get out from you 
know that sort of thing all the time you just have to bear with it or keep fighting at all them and what about 
organized struggle were you involved in a movement for social my father was my father was involved in 
movement and as | said we family members were always involved with our parents in various aspects of the 
movement we did if | of course | was still young so | wasn't taken to prison when my father was taken to 
prison very often and | think he spent about in all 
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often and | think he spent about in all about 16 to 17 years of his life in prison like Nelson Mandela the same 
sir resting the leaders of the movement and accept that it wasn't at one stretch it was in different times and 
what types of things will he be accused of doing what did he do is he just defied apartheid wherever he saw it 
plus his newspaper | guess his newspaper person writing in the newspaper where they're multiracial 
multicultural organizations which reforming to try to provide this front against the apartheid yeah not until the 
60 and not 60 setting in 50 52 around 52 of the first time when the the african national congress the indian 


national congress and the colored people's congress three of them came together and held a common 
conference and they said let's make common cause and fight together instead of separately and that was the 
first time they decided and but it didn't last very long because they decided it was going to be a non-violent 
struggle in and then they couldn't find a common law that affected all three of them together in our part I'd 
love and so that was a big problem and eventually when they did find one one or two of them and they went 
and defied those laws the government played a radical a clever trick on them they gave each group a 
different jails sentence in the African group suffered the most for breaking the same law in the African was 
sentenced to one years hard labor the Indian was sentenced to one month hard labor and the colored person 
was sentenced to one 
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the colored person was sentenced to one week or something like that you know it was ridiculous listening so 
very quickly they broke up that coalition but loosely they continued to function together in in a very sort of 
loose fashion how would you compare the caste system in India with apartheid in South Africa well it's the 
same thing is it like in South Africa the whites with the superior it was always a vertical division of people in 
the whites were at the top and in here the Brahmins were at the top and then Dikshit areas and the way she's 
at the sudras these were the four classifications and so the right there the coloreds the Indians and the 
blacks and each one of them discriminating and oppressing the those below them so that's exactly what 
happened in in yells of the caste system the three upper caste people would always oppress the low caste 
and you know it was so I've had many many parallels in the situation i also found many perils and the way 
the whole system was created to oppress people and and how that was perpetuated through all these years 
of course in india it's been there for more than 2,000 years earlier living in india before the birth of christ there 
was this caste system but there was mobility up and down there were no rigid you know blockages and so a 
person at the very bottom of the ladder if he or she had the opportunity they could move upwards as a 
person from the top could come down 
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as a person from the top could come down and there was that freedom to move up and down beside mainly 
by economic yeah caste system is based on professions mainly based on profession so fix from family to for 
generation to generation that's what happened around the birth of Christ two thousand years ago and we had 
who is described as a Hindu love maker- whether he was a king or he was just as somebody you who made 
the laws | don't know it's not very clear that but Manu laid down the laws around the time of birth of Christ 
when he made cast hereditary and he said henceforth you know your cash will be determined by birth and 
that's where all the discrimination and oppression came in it freezes the socio-economic clear all right so you 
couldn't do anything to get out of it there's absolutely nothing you could do to get out of it and that's where 
you'll think all the unpleasantness came in it's still that way it's still that way unfortunately | think grandfather 
expected the government to abolish the system at all together and and you know help people to get over that 
thing but they what they ended up doing is they just made it illegal to discriminate against somebody on the 
basis of caste or religion or race or gender the locusts were people who were discriminated against they had 
to go and prove to the police and the courts of law that they have been oppressed or discriminated and these 
people didn't have the means they didn't have the education they didn't have the finances to do these things 
and also 
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finances to do these things and also very often the person who oppress them or discriminated against them 
was their employer so they couldn't very well go and institute legal proceedings against somebody who's 
providing them bread and butter you can also probably have to go up before a judge who was at a higher 
caste yeah right yeah all of these things put together they never did institute any cases answer you go to 
India today and government will give you statistics to show that there are no cases of discrimination in India 
Africa never that's only half the truth who has nobody has instituted the proceedings how can there be any 


statistics of cases then Tom did they root try to bust the caste system where there any progressive social 
changes under his rule he was the one of the lieutenant's of your grandfather who was taken to be one of the 
more progressive of the Indian socialist national and Indian nationalists for independence and was quite a 
distinguished person ruled India for a long time did he not make an effort to follow your grandfather's 
teaching in terms of eliminating the caste system or was he a disappointment when | personally was very 
disappointed with him | thought that he would do much more in this field to her to break the caste system 
there but obviously didn't do it and | think the only reason | can find there is that at the time of Independence 
more than ninety-nine point nine percent of the government and the bureaucracy was made up of the two 
upper caste people the Brahmins and the shotty as narrow and self was Brahman and so they didn't want to 
threaten their own existence and and so the only thing that 





existence and and so the only thing that | ended up doing is like | said and putting it in the Constitution that 
they will have equal rights and they would not be discriminated just as we did with the blacks here in the 
United States they were granted civil rights but that was all now legally you can do all these things but then 
to implement that in in real life it's very difficult we see that in the United States also and we see it in India 
that we are not able to translate the law in in everyday life there so the actual integration of the people hasn't 
taken place now indira gandhi for many years was also the prime minister of the ruler president of india 
what's the relationship between your family and Indira Gandhi's family and blow is your sense of her to the 
extent that she did or did not follow the legacy of your grandfather well first of all let me say that she wasn't 
related to us in any way at all in fact she was very astute in misleading people not only in India but outside 
about this relationship and let me explain this the Gandhi that she married is was a descendant from Iran 
known as a Parsi and they used to spell their name they did have the fire family name Gandhi but they used 
to spell it very differently it was GHA and ehh why and she changed it to the Hindu spelling of the name to 
confuse people and see guys he got that you know Sid she was able to do that and so a lot of people 
everywhere in the world today think that she was directly related to the Gandhi 
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she was directly related to the Gandhi so to that extent she used goddess named there but unfortunately she 
didn't do anything the concrete of progressive to implement his philosophy | don't think she really believed in 
anything very much it was just a politician he was a politician she was out for power and she was one of 
those people who believed and Gandhi it wasn't realistic his ideas of cottage industry and all that were 
outdated and they were not the answer to India but that was because they approached his philosophy 
dogmatically and and | think that that was a great injustice to Gandhi because he didn't expect anybody to 
follow him dogmatically he wanted people to evolve from his philosophy and build up on that and and | think 
that although he did talk so much about cottage industries and things like that but that he was talking in 
terms of the 30s 20s and 30s India and if he was living today | am sure he would have except many other 
things in his philosophy now when did you leave South Africa to return to India foot year and you weren't 
allowed to go back to South Africa then and so what were some of your experiences then in India was this in 
the 1950s yeah and | said | left South African 56 out of my father's death and remarried in 58 early 58 and 
they wouldn't allow me to come back with my wife so | decided to stay on in India and | had to get a job as a 
journalist in times of india and then in early 60 
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in times of india and then in early 60 but my wife and | had decided that along with her normal work and 
livelihood we ought to be doing some social work also to help people so we began to get involved in things 
and my wife got involved with the status of battered women in India and abandoned children both of these 
problems are very acute in in there there are lots of battered women and many abandoned children and then 
from that we got involved in the cast the low caste untouchables and that's when we really started 
implementing some of our grandfathers philosophies of non-violence in in helping these people first of all it 


was an experiment we ourselves were not very sure whether this would work or not we had heard it in theory 
but we had never seen it in practice so we decided to put it in practice we adopted one village of more than 
260 untouchable families about 200 miles south of Bombay and we had to spend a lot of time trying to get 
accepted by them they had been exploited so much that they became suspicious of everybody they didn't 
want anybody to come and exploit them further so for several months we had to go every day and speak to 
them and and you know make our case to them and ultimately they did except us and once they did then we 
started taking them into confidence as grandfather suggested we started working out programmes what what 
were the priorities that they needed and how could we help them in this and it was very clear that economic 
stability was one of the prime importance there so we 
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one of the prime importance there so we had to find ways of giving them economic stability in 1960 these 
people were in such dire poverty that they had never eaten a square meal in their lives they're just survived 
on scraps of food that they got from the garbage they never tasted milk in their lives there are no clothes to 
wear very often we would go to their little hearts to visit them and the women would talk from inside and not 
open the doors to us and that then we found that because they didn't have any clothes they couldn't come 
out and speak to us well that was the level of poverty that we found me but we took advantage of some of 
the government programs at that time the government was very keen on developing the daily industry 
because it was big demand for milk in the cities so they were giving liberal loans to people to buy animals 
and produce milk and settle that milk to the mother dairy and all that so we ask these people to go and apply 
for those loans but when they did so the government refused saying that you don't have any collateral and so 
we had to fancy her co duties for them get them the lawns and they each got of an animal per family and that 
was the first time that they tasted milk and that vision is still there in my mind you know when they first got 
the milk from the animal gun and they took the first sip there and | mean it was so in a sense it was not 
pathetic that people a common thing like milk was never given to some people but it was a very moving 
experience and then they began to sell that milk to the government and that became an income for them and 
from that we helped them 
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them and from that we helped them develop an agricultural cooperative and through these cooperatives in 
about eight or nine years we transform the economic base of that village totally they began to get steady 
income and sizeable income every month and they began to eat well and you know where clothes and send 
their children to schools and all those things and and you could see that transformation in them and then we 
induce them to save some money for various programs of their own like medical facilities and scholarships 
and things like that and then there was another big problem there in that in that whole area because of 
poverty there the agency to come from the cities and by young girls to take them away into prostitution and 
they would buy these girls for twelve dollars and fifteen dollars and they were gone in at the age of 10 12 
then they went and they never came back again because they told the parents that they were taking them to 
the city and going to give them jobs and all that in somebody's homes but in actual fact they were taken to 
prostitution so we wanted to put an end to that and we told these people like now you must ensure that 
nobody reaches that stage of desperation that they have to sell their daughters into prostitution and you set 
aside some money for that and they didn't and they also created a volunteer group of young men who would 
scour around the villages in that area and see that nobody ever sold their daughters and whenever anybody 
was in a desperate need of money or something they would help them through this fun so since 1973 and 
they 
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through this fun so since 1973 and they stopped the sale of pregnant girls in about nearly 200 villages in the 
neighborhood nice remark and not only that but then you know we had inspired them all along that they 
should not become selfish that once they have attained economic stability they should be willing to help other 


people so they are now doing that they are very well off economically now and in all these years their young 
people have gotten education and come back and running their businesses very well but they are also you 
know in helping other young people in the neighboring villages you know set up economic programs there 
and so this economic program or theirs and now expanded to about 300 villages and covers about a half a 
million population it's remark and this is independent of the government of india pretoria totally random 
people organizing themselves well this was the beauty of Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence it was a more 
positive philosophy and not just a protest philosophy it wasn't protest movement alone but if you got involved 
in something you didn't like something do positively to change that you know in creating Oh Harriet an 
alternative | so that's that's where we really found the the strength of this philosophy when we saw the results 
in this village and how in a very short time just seven of us using giving our part-time help because all seven 
of us had to work for our livelihood the only thing we did was to sacrifice our vacation time in a little 
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sacrifice our vacation time in a little free time and go there and help them and advise them and do things for 
them apart from that we didn't really do anything very much but even that little help could transform the lives 
of so many people what is the legacy of your grandfather today in India and around the world well i would 
say in many ways in many senses i think he's more respected outside in the other than years inside him here 
inside in every few people now we have the time to care for him except to exploit his name whenever it's 
necessary for whatever means and it's very really sad the way they do it the little incidents in which I'm 
involve airy recently | started this Institute in memory of grandfather and my parents in Memphis Tennessee 
and | wrote a letter to the Prime Minister of India the present Prime Minister asking him to donate through the 
Government of India all the books written by a non Gandhi the videotapes and the films and audio tapes and 
all the things that they have there please make a copy of it and give it to me so that | can keep it in this 
institute and it will help in teaching young people the philosophy of non-violence and i got a letter saying that 
he was sending it over to the relevant ministries and i will hear from them shortly well i did hear from them a 
year later and they said we have passed all your requests you can take all these things but we don't have the 
money to mail it to you to ship it to you so you'll have to make arrangements to ship it you will have to make 
arrangements 
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it you will have to make arrangements for somebody to copy all the films and the photographs and all that 
pay for the copies and so | said ok that's fine find some donor in the US who can do it and then two months 
later | read in the newspapers the Government of India started a narrow centre in london and the same spent 
3 million dollars there to renovate the building and to you know make spruce it up and there's now shipping 
all the furniture required for that center from india at the expense of the government your grandfather's 
philosophy represents a threat to the present day rulers of india and well as other oppressive governments 
all over the world and they just do not want to support social movements and social activism that threatens 
the status quo whereas nehru is a Western Iser a moderate politician as he turns out to be who's very pro- 
british in certain ways as evidenced by the fact that in London they're having this Center so it's not terribly 
surprising let's conclude the discussion we're talking about how you came to the United States you were 
involved in these struggles in India that you told us in detail about to help the villagers and particularly the 
untouchable class and fight the caste system what led you to leave India and to come to the United States 
well | had all these experiences in India and in South Africa and especially in India where | use gram clan 
father's philosophy very effectively and bringing about these social and economic changes there and | 
thought that that was something that | needed to share with other people and there was an American friend 
was visiting India this was in 82 


00:42:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=Y j2PuH3nytk&t=2521s 





friend was visiting India this was in 82 83 and | just got to talking to him about this work and he came and 
saw the work that we were doing and was very impressed by and and while we were talking the idea came 
into my mind why not write a book comparing these attitudes in South Africa India and the United States one 
place you have the creational discrimination in another place the caste discrimination and in the third place 
the color discrimination compare this and find nonviolent solutions to it and write a book on heaven he was 
very taken up by the idea and he said if you'd like to come to the u.s. and do that | could make it possible for 
you so he arranged for a fellowship for one year to come here and do it and that's how i came here in 87 and 
while working on that project in Mississippi the media heard about me and and | started getting invited by 
universities to speak and all that and so after the fellowship ended we just extended our stay with this money 
that | was running through speaking engagements and at the same time working on the e-book and one 
thing led to another and then in 88 my mother died and that's when I went to South Africa to be by her side 
and it was the first time | saw the gandhi institute in south africa totally destroyed and demolished it was a 
double tragedy for me and was on one hand i lost my mother and i see their life's worked with all the Nashes 
you know somebody burned it down yeah it was the government and then cut her together 
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cut her together you know conspired to demolish it so | was thinking of starting an Institute for the Study of 
non-violence initially the idea was to do it in South Africa sort of replacement of this institute that was 
destroyed and just to you know inform young people of alternative ways of dealing with conflicts there but 
South Africa wasn't ready for it they didn't accept the idea and a lot of political hassles is in 88 so | gave up 
the idea and lots of my friends here in the academic world they said if you can't do it in South Africa why 
don't you do it here it's needed anywhere in the world so | looked around here and the Christian Brothers 
University in Memphis very small University heard about it they offered us some hospitality and said that they 
didn't have the money but they can we could use the facilities and | thought that was good enough so i sold 
my grandfather's letters that | inherited from my mother the original letters a packet of about sixty seven 
letters they were all right from 1892 to nineteen forty eight and we were getting old and brittle and you know 
deteriorating very quickly and | thought that | wouldn't be able to preserve them so if | could raise some 
money from that why not do that and | did that last year | auctioned them in London but that auction caused a 
little controversy in India the Government of India accused me of commercializing got his name and all that 
so the price of the letters fell and but i got fifty six 
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the letters fell and but i got fifty six thousand dollars and that was invested in this institute which is what we 
are working with now but now a lot of people locally have heard about it that they are very sympathetic and 
they give us donations so we have been working for the last one year in that institute and i think we'll be able 
to do quite a lot of work there one of the things that we want to take up immediately is 1994 is the 
grandfather 125th birth anniversary and | want to be used that as a peg to declare 1994 as a year of non- 
violence to commemorate all the people all over the world who sacrificed for the nonviolent the change you 
know and and simultaneously have programs to you know inform people and they educate people in 
nonviolent conflict resolution it's ironic that his home country is turned his back on him but the rest of the 
world has really embraced him and his philosophy and that's what i was saying that the rest of the world is it 
respects him in how is this have you seen this happening in various different parts of the world the impact 
well | think it's been tremendous and and wherever I've been outside in the interest in Gandhi and the in his 
philosophy and all that has been tremendous and we can see it in everyday life and when the influences in 
Eastern Europe and all over the place changes have been taking place in a non-violent manner and much of 
that has been his influence one way or the other and do you envisage participated in some nonviolent social 
change and activism 
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nonviolent social change and activism projects in the United States as you all know or Luther King in the civil 
rights movement was deeply influenced by your grandfather's teaching duties and contemporary projects 
that this might be applied in the United States one of the things that | want to do very soon is to hold a 
conference of youth here we see the youths having many problems there is violence among the youth and 
and a lot of disaffection among the youths and drugs and all that all of these things tell me that there is a lot 
of frustration among the youth but we have never consulted the youth about it it's always the experts the 
adults who analyze the problems of the youth and provide the solutions and those solutions are not accepted 
by the youth so you know things just get worse and worse what | want to do is to reverse the process they 
have this conference of the youth where the youths are going to talk they're going to help find try to find 
some solutions we can help them in whatever way they want to but they must take the initiative and they 
must come up with the solutions there and we adults not sit and listen to them | think that's what we need to 
do in many things in fact this is what I've been trying to explain to many of the civil rights leaders and also 
people in Memphis that we now have to change our focus from protesting to doing something positive we're 
in foot long we have been protesting and protesting and protesting let's get down to doing something positive 
ourselves and not wait for the government to do things you're watching alternative views and now we have 
some news stories from the alternative press 
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in world press review for October of 1992 an article by yann urban who's a former Czechoslovakia dent and 
he was writing in a Hungarian newspaper or magazine it talks about the great significance which and results 
which could occur with the demise of Czechoslovakia with Slovakia the eastern part of the country breaking 
off and becoming a separate country for one thing to increase its energy supply and political prestige the 
Slovak Republic may soon reroute the danube river away from the border it forms in hungary and have a go 
into slovak territory well there is an awful lot of hungarian nationalist activity and they can be propelled the 
power by a campaign of rights for their oppressed brothers are talking about that right now because there are 
more than a half million Hungarian people in Slovakia but it goes even further than that the hungry has 
treaties with Czechoslovakia but none with Slovakia so they could say well the we have trees with the 
country is no longer exists they would demand something some retribution there were some territory where 
these Hungarians are in the territory is now Slovakia the same argument could be used by Ukraine to 
demand territory from the easternmost part of Slovakia and the democratic forces in these countries | 
challenge these arguments but they may be called even naive or maybe even unpatriotic now there are 
groups advocating self-determination for ethnic Germans and the Czech region of Bohemia and then there 
are ethnic Hungarians 
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and then there are ethnic Hungarians living in Transylvania and Ukraine and boy bow Dina in the former 
Yugoslavia and they could demand a reuniting or a uniting with Hungary there in the Baltics there are 
problems with ethnic Germans the Russians also have some Germans that are located around the Volga 
River so the article written by Yann urban says that the importance of Czechoslovakia has always been that 
has been considered and it considers itself as a multi-ethnic State it's not a pure state they have brought 
everybody in multinational demic democracy which is very important for Central European area because of 
all the various nationalist groups that are there but it may turn out now that this is nothing more than a 
senseless historical experiment a useless adventure in democracy if the balkanization not only the Balkans 
bit of all of Central Europe continues well we were reported recently how the Republican right at a religious 
convention to try to get the Moral Majority going again and to support the Republican 1992 ticket indicated 
that claims that there was an environmental threat from ozone depletion was applauded by atheists well at 
the end of September a very startling report came out that indicated that the depletion of ozone over 
Antarctica is starting earlier in occurring faster than last year scientists that the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration in Boulder Colorado said that ozone layers readings over the South Pole last 
week were fifteen percent lower than similar readings that were taken during a terrible we last year in 1991 
they 





terrible we last year in 1991 they indicated that they got these ozone layer these ozone readings through 
high-altitude balloons and claimed that this month's reading may be a result of both man-made chemicals 
and sulfur dioxides that were ejected into the atmosphere in 1991 combined with volcanic eruptions from 
Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines and Mount Hudson in Chile it also is to be taken account of they 
suggested that it is mainly man-made chemicals mainly chloro fluorocarbons that are used in refrigerators air 
conditioners and several industrial processes that are playing a major role in ozone depletion so this day is a 
definite and a dangerous threat that's getting worse and that needs to have serious attention despite what 
the republican right-wing says well during the Reagan Bush administration's there was one sector of 
employment that was on the rise what was that child labor after nif nearly disappearing from American life for 
so many decades because of laws and because of relative prosperity child labor is back and even lack of 
jobs during the recession didn't seem to extend the tide investigators say the children now working more and 
even more dangerous jobs federal statistics indicate that at least 4 million children ages 14 to 18 are legally 
employed but an estimated two million other children work illegally either because their businesses or family 
members pay them cash to avoid taxes and minimum wages or because they were too many hours they 
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because they were too many hours they work late hours and hazardous jobs or because they're under 14 
years of age and that's too young to be legally working at all and that's alternative use for this time frequently 
hear from viewers who request a list of news publications which we use on alternative views and also a 
reading list for a u.s. power structure in the mass media if you would like to have these send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to the alternative Information Network p.o.box 7279 Austin Texas 787 13 you must send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope we'd like to thank some people who help make our program possible 
kevin was on the camera and we received editing assistance from joelle Dina and Ashley alternative views is 
a presentation of the alternative Information Network p.o.box 7279 Austin Texas 787 13 will give you time to 
jot that down in case you'd like to write to us alternative Information Network p.o.box 7279 in austin texas 
787 13 by you 
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